
 



 

Score Point:  6 
 
This response reflects outstanding proficiency in persuasive writing skills. The writer takes a strong 
position against requiring all Americans to perform two years of military service. This position is 
focused on the writer’s belief that forced service can result in adverse psychological effects. Key 
ideas are well developed and clearly illustrated with references to the war in Vietnam and the 
present conflict in Iraq. Syntactic variety and facility in the use of language are demonstrated 
(egregious results could stem from forcing service upon men and women; as though the images on 
the media aren’t horrific enough; the scars of a traumatic memory are hard to live down). The 
response is well organized, and the introduction and conclusion are effective and thoughtful. 
 


